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OR all mothers of young chlildren
there is 2 message of supreme im-
portance in Mme. Montessori's
methods.

1t is unfortunate that those who are
rying to spread an understanding of her
nethod have put all the emphasis upon
s use in school. For the truth is that
‘he animating spirit of her work means:
just as much for mothers in their homes
1g it does for teachers in their schools.
Moreover, it seems to me that we are in-
>lined to lose -sight of that animating
spirit and to put too much dependence

upon the meaterial alds for the working-
sut of her ideas. l

We are forgetting that behind thel
dlocks and the towers and the color
spools there is something vastly bigger{
and more important—the spirit of the!
whole system.

I spent last Summer a goodly part of;
every day for four months in the Casa:
jet Bambini in Rome, and Guring my stay |
n that city I was a guest of Dr. Montes- |

sorl iIn her own home. This close com-

panionship with her and the opportunity
it gave for discugsing her ideas and the
splendid practical results 1 constantly ob- |
served in her schools impressed me very
jeeply with the importance of her mes-
sage to the mothers of littie children.

The underlying principle of her work
5 self-develooment of the child. Every-
‘hing that a child tries to do from the
moment of his birth is a part of the in-
iate necessity of growth. All his squeai-
ing and gurgling and squirming, all the
ticking of his little legs and, later, his
>{forts to grasp objects are but the out-
varking of the imperative princ:ple of de-
7elopment. As the child grows older the
barents begin to interfere with this nat-
wral growth by curbing his desire for ac-
ivity. He wants and needs to touca ob-
iects, to feel and handle them, to tie and
intie things, to play on the floor, to climb
sver chairs. But he is told he must not
:ouch this and must keep his hands off|
‘hat:; that he must sit still and be good. !
Je is dressed and undressed, fed and
vaited on; his toyvs are brought out and
sut away, he is helped to play his games,
intil these well-meaning but utterly mis-
aken efforts to care for him so interfere
vith the natural proccsses of growth as
‘0 make him a helpless dependent upon
-hose around him. and, very often, a
'yrant aiso when he can not have the in-
stant attention of those to whose service
ne is accustomed.

Contrast this with the child that has
¢TOown in accordance with Montessori
ideas. He has been allowed to hold and
iandle objects devised for this special
wurpose, and has become wonderfully
left. He has trained his little fingers
ind hands in lacing and tying and but-
woning and putting things together and
taking them apart—all the small activi-
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ties in which he has shown a desire to

j

'ndulge.

With the greatest satisfaction he will
tpply his training to his own needs, and |
rain by doing this what is of more value: i’one f2 mnormally a harmonious part ofi
than the act itself. The child who has ' |the life of the home, and it he is treated
manfully struggled with the buttoning of | upon that assumptlion and given oppor-
his little waist, and has finally succeeded, tunity  for self-development and for
nas done a great deal more than merelv growth along normal lines he will be in
button a waist. 1le has strengthened entire harmony with that life.

the muscles of his fingers, hands, and The first essential in carrying out this

. f{dea practically is liberty—the sort of
arms and has trained the ; ‘ y :
m to work lessi Iiberty that allows the child to follow,

elumsijly; he has done something toward his own inclinations as long as they do
developing the faculties of attention and not interfere with the rights of others

conc-entra;c;o.n ]a?d the power of over- 'do not injure him, and do not conflict’
coming dlificulties, and, finally, he has with the general good. In the children‘sJ
|

filied his little soul with the joy of ac- houses the little ones move about freely,
talk together, choose their own occupa-
tiohg and work at them as long as they
ike.

If a child does not wish to join in some
little ¢xercise of marching or singing he
| does not do so., Perhaps he is very much
interested in composing a word or a

as it is in the school, and that the mother en oo With the movable alphabet, or

| feels he must finish the long stair he is
could make use o | .
£ it from the very be- ! building. So he keeps right on, perhaps

complishing what he had undertaken
to do.

It is evident that this principle of self-
development, of allowing the child to
{rain himsclf, as he will do gladly and
Lapplly if he is not interfered with and
helped, is just as applicable in the home
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| joining in the singing while he works,

oD

until his little self-imposed task s
finished, when, if lie likes, he falls into
the marehing column.

The principle works out with perfect suc-
cess. THe children are busy and happy
and respect one another's rights because
fheir own are respected. In the Casa del
Bambini there are no *““naughty®™ chils
dren. 1 saw one little fellow who, when
he first entered the school, was mis-
chievous. He was merely indulging a
habit he had acquired at home, where the
innate childish need of activity had had
no outlet in the right kind of occupation.

Now he wanted to tecase the others and
interfere with their work, and he de.
clined to do any of the things with which
they were occupied. Apparently but 1lit-
tle attention was paid to him. If he
knocked over amnother child's tower or
mussed up the words he was making the
teacher reproved him gently, saying, ‘I
wouldn't do that,”” while the injured one
looked sorry a moment and then went
happily to work to repair the damage.

-

AMERICAN CHILD EFNCROSSED 1M MAK-
ING HIS FIQST WORDS WAITH _THE MOMNTESS-

CRI _MOVABL.E LETTERS

If the boy repeated the offense he was
presently sent to sit in a 1little chalir by
himself. But no compulsion was put upon
him, and after sitting there for a while
he would again mingle with the others.
But gradually he began to show more in-
terest in the work of the other children
and to think less about making mischief.
After three or four days he asked to be
allowed to help set the tables. And by
the time a few days mmore had passed he
was a part of the little community, as
busy, as happy, and as well behaved as
any of them. .

Behind this apparent and real Iliberty
is the watchful eye of the teacher, seeing
without seeming to gee, and without giv-
ing to the children direction of which
they are conscious or upon which they
can rely. But she is ready with an unob-
trusive word of suggestion whenever it
is necessary.

In this atmosphere of llberty, with
occupations designed to bring him into
conscious touch with the world in
which he lives, the child develops a
remarkable degree of self-reliance. If
he encounters difficulty in his work,
can not make his little wooden insets
fit properly, or forgets just how the
lacings go, he prefers to worlk it out
for himself. And his joy and pride in
his achievement when he fully sue-
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‘ceeds show what an importapnt thing

it was for him not to have help.

As it is so likely to do with chil-
dren of a larger growth, szelf-control
follows in the steps of liberty. They
galn a self-discipline that is of a thou-
sang times more worth in the forma-
tion of character than the results of
enforced demands.

I have seen them, without a word of
direction from their teacher and under
circumstances that might have pro-
duced disorder among adults, submit
to temporary disturbances of their
work, and after a few minutes, dur-
ing which perfect order had reigned,
go back to their occupations as if
nothing had happened. And it must
be remembered that some of them
were not more than 3, and all were
less than 6, years old.

It was really a wonderful exhibition
of self-control and, like everything else
I saw in the Montessori schools, proved
how surely self-discipline =wwill result
from the self-dependence in which the
children are trained, or rather, are
allowed to train themselves.

The periods of ‘““silence” which they
have every now and then are a valu-
able factor in developing self-control,
as well as 'in training the attention.
All  the children sit in their seatg
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while the teacher stands, elther fac-
ing or behind them, and for a few
minutes they are still. You could hear
a pin drop. ‘The littla ones listen in-
tently, and when presently the teacher
speaks a name, in the faintest whis-
per, that child hears it, rises softly,
and, on tiptoe, making the least noise
possible, crosses the room to her side.
It is all a game, and they enjoy it
' greatly, but besides the rest which
it gives them after the morning’'s ac-
tivity, they are at the same time learn-
ing to concentrate the attention and
getting most valuable training in self-
~control. Indeed, without one's seeins,
day after day, these tiny things, busy
and contented, developing naturally and
harmoniously, it is impossible to realize
their extraordinary and quite unconscious
attainment in self-discipline.

The self-governing bodles of studjents
fn our high schools and colleges have al-
ready proved that the very best means
of keeping order among them is to make
them individually responsible both for
themselves and their group. while the
success of the George Junior Republics
has shown that freedom and responsi-
bility together can straighten into good

‘citizens even those who have been per-

verted by bad surroundings. Mme. Mon-
tegsorl has merely applied the same prine
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ciple to children, and she has proved that
human nature is the same at three years
that it is at fifteen Or twenty and just

as willing to live in harmony with a
wholesome environment.

If the occupations we find in the Chil-
dren's Houses were not so perfectly suit-
ed to the needs of the children this self-
development through work would be im-
possible. One of the secrets of Mme,
Montessori’s wonderful success IS the
way in which she has linked together
provision for both muscular and mentsl
growth and has matched this with such
accuracy to the needs of theo little bodles
and brains.

The occupaticns gencrally given to &
little boy or girl aim at nothing but teme-
porary amusement. The one thing de-
sired is that the child shall be S0 enter-
tained that he will not come bothering
around his elders for the next hour or
two. Toys do not afford either mental
or bodily development. On the contrary,
they tend more and more to the things
that hamper and starve rather than feed
the growing brain.

There is nothing In mechanical con-
trivances to lead the little, venturing
thoughts on to effort and achievement.
They not only hinder the child’s mental
growth, but by giving him entertain.
ment awith so little expenditure of his
own effort educate him out of self-reli.
ance instecad of into it.

As Dr. Montessori has worked out her
method, she provides for each child, ac-
cording to the stage of his mental de-
velopment, occupation that relates him
to the life of his environment, makes
him 4" part of what is going on around
him, and leads him on gradually to more
and more complex things. His work s
at the same time his play, and affords
food for mental, moral, angd physical
growth.

‘The children in the Casa del Bambini
‘show the greatest joy In their achieve-
ments as they surmount, unajded, the
little obstacles so mountain high for
| them, and are stimulated by their sue-
| cesses to go on to other triumphs. Work-
ing together in this way, they develop
the most delightful comradeship, eagerly
watch one another’s efforts when somee
thing comes along unusually difficult,
iand they unreservedly adm're and take
'pride in one another’'s success.

Some mothers have an idea that bables
2 and 3 years old are too young io be
benefited by such training, and even fear
that the little brains might be injured.
But it seems to me that, when a system
of training shows such uniformly excel-
lent results, the earlier‘the child can be
Put under it the better. There is no
danger whatever to the little brain. The
unfolding intellect is bound to grow anye-
way through these baby years, and the
Montessori method simply helps it to
grow right,

It is most unfortunate that mothers as
well as teachers are not baving instruc-
tion in these principles, so that they could
begin to apply them eariier and could
| bring the home treatment of the child
 into harmony with that in the school.
American parents are beginning to realize
the Importance of this training, for I
'learned before leaving Rome that a nums.
“ber of American families had tried to e
gage places for their children in Dr,
Montessori's Childrer's Houses and also
'instruction for the mothers under her di-
rection.

Mme, Montessori has not yvet said the
last word in the formulation of her syse
tem. She is engaged now upon experi-
ments for the carrying out of her prin-
ciples with children above the age of six,
S0 that they can be employed in the ele-
mentary school grades. She is also per-
- fecting her method in its application to
music and rhythmic exercises to be used
-in the Children's Houses.

But mothers need not walt for further
‘developments. The system has already
| & message for them that ought to arrest
the attention of every one who has young.
" children. ‘
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